
What s Happening at  

Highland 

A Note from Pastor Alan: 
New Year—New Life—New 
Possibilities 
We use the expression status quo to 

refer to the way things are. It means the 

existing order of things: politically, 

socially, religiously, and so on. We 

have been going through a great deal of 

turbulence in recent years. We are 

seeing divisions, conflict, and 

uncertainty in about every area of our 

lives, and it has been accelerating 

during this time of Covid.  

That’s the bad news. 

The good news is that change and 

upheaval are always a part of life, but if 

we are still and present in the moment, 

we can see our God at work. Even while 

observing the tremendous devastation of 

Jerusalem and the temple, Jeremiah still 

found cause to praise God. In the midst 

of slaughter and destruction, Jeremiah 

was able to say: 

The steadfast love of the Lord never 

ceases, his mercies never come to an 

end; they are new every morning; great 

is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22

-23, NRSV) 

What a proclamation of hope! It is 

reflected in Paul’s words to the 

Corinthians: 

We are afflicted in every way, but not 

crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 

despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 

struck down, but not destroyed; always 

carrying in the body the death of Jesus, 

so that the life of Jesus may also be 

made visible in our bodies. (2 

Corinthians 4:8-10, NRSV) 

As we enter a new year, we rejoice in a 

God who is steadfast and faithful. We 

find hope in a God who has experienced 

all our pain and suffering through Jesus. 

We are made strong by the persistent 

presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

We are able to look through the pain 

and failures around us to see our Lord 

leading us in a new direction. One that 

moves beyond the now into that 

promised new creation. 

Take a moment now to be still. Just be 

present in this moment. Hear the 

comforting, yet challenging words of 

Jesus calling us from weakness into 

strength in 2022. 

God’s Grace and Peace be with you, 

JANUARY 2022 

Holiday Office Hours 

The office will be closed 

December 24 - 31. Business 

Manager Jim Duke will be 

available by phone or e-

mail to address end-of-year 

contribution questions. 

On January 3, office hours 

will return to Monday -

Friday, 9 AM - 12 PM. 

 

Pastoral concerns -  

Alan's cell 919-210-9120 

 

Business Office concerns - 

Jim's cell 919-606-0135 

 

Facilities concerns -  

Tom's cell 919-624-1405 



Family Promise 
In 2022 
An update from Highland’s Family Promise 

coordinator Hope Dodson 

Next year Family Promise 

will start returning to the 

traditional church rotation 

model beginning the week of 

March 6. Until further notice 

Family Promise will host one 

group (3-4 families) who 

will stay in churches & the 

other group of families will 

stay at the transitional shelter 

beside the FP center. The 

guests in the transitional 

housing will be provided 

meals from the host churches 

as currently being done 

during COVID.  Highland 

UMC is scheduled for four 

weeks – the weeks of March 

13 & July 24 families will be 

with us and the weeks of 

April 3 & November 13 we 

will provide food at the 

shelter. Family Promise has 

taken several precautions to 

make the restart as safe as 

possible. They have offered 

guests financial incentives to 

get vaccinations, they have 

twice a day temperature 

checks & they have reserved 

several apartments in case 

anyone gets sick, then they 

can be separated from other 

guests. They will also send 

smaller groups to the 

churches. When Family 

Promise guests are visiting, 

several alterations to our 

program will be reviewed & 

implemented such as 

wearing masks, meals being 

left to be served instead of 

Highland member Jen Dilley was one of the 
blood donors on December 2. 

Blood Drive 
The American Red Cross approached Highland with a fairly 

last-minute request to host a blood drive and help alleviate the 

extraordinary blood shortage being experienced right now. We 

were happy to help and hosted a blood drive on Thursday, 

December 2. Fifteen pints of whole blood were donated and 

the Red Cross was thrilled to welcome four first-time donors. 

We look forward to hosting a blood drive again in the new 

year.  

Remember in Prayer 
Cleveland Kingsberry, Dee Maronpot, Peggy Reaugh, 

Joyce Faucette, Mark Adamson, O'Dell and Amy Massey, 

Jacob, Laura, Miles and Ellie McPherson, Keith 

Pendleton, Katherine and Lillian Robbins, Bonnie 

Anderson, Lisa Anthony, Melva Armstrong (Amy 

Massey's cousin), Brady Beck (son of Bev and Keith 

Beck), Debbie Beavers (friend of Harriet Mills), Paul 

Braun, Scott and Angie Chapman, Charles Cimerro, 

Archie Clark , Helen Cook, James Cornell (Amy Massey's 

son), Dot Correll, Sharon Cox, Liz Deaton Crossley (Beth 

and George Deaton's daughter), Ginny Davis, Beth 

Deaton, Phyllis and Alex Edwards, Cleo Flowers (Kevin 

Flowers mother), Harold Fuller, Bill George, the Harris 

family (friends of Chet Mottershead), Grace Haven, Mark 

Haven (Grace Haven's son), Doug and Pat Hoffman, 

Glenda Johnson, Jeanine Lueke, Tammy Marshburn 

Poole and Judy Marshburn, Wendell and Georgie 

McKenzie, Dennis McLain, Mary McLeod, Dot McGee, 

Linda Moran, Brenda Murphy (Joyce Hicks sister), Rob 

Parady (Tristan Parady's father), John Person, Diane 

Racey, Savonda, Destiny and Melissa (friends of Harriet 

Roland), Candi Scott, Jeanne Shorter, Frances Shutt, 

Marge Walker, Mary Ward, Preston, Roz Thompson, Jane 

Webb, Conor & Sarah Mann Willcox, Charles & Anona 

Williams (friends of Whitney White), Eddie Wood. 

Please also remember in prayer those serving in our 

military: Christian Bugger, Robert Boone, Erich Dix, 

James Noneman, Matthew Bawden, Ryan and Margarita 

Shorter  

Join us for worship on  

Sunday mornings in the new year! 

8:45 AM Connection in Bradley Hall  

9:45 AM Sunday School for all ages 

11:00 AM Traditional Service in the sanctuary 

eating together, more 

frequent surface cleaning, 

and volunteers would need to 

be vaccinated. As the 

COVID numbers are more 

controlled, we will get back 

to the more interactive 

version of Family Promise 

that church members & 

guests have enjoyed in the 

past.   



Journey to Bethlehem 
We estimate over 200 people walked the journey to Bethlehem on Sunday, December 

12. They encountered shepherds watching their flocks, heard good news from an angel 

chorus, were counted for the census by Roman soldiers, found an innkeeper with no 

room to spare, and met the holy family sitting in a simple stable with the animals. After 

their journey, they enjoyed hot cocoa and cookies. Many thanks to Amy Takahashi, Jo 

Anne Swartz, and Mary Bugger who their leadership and thanks to everyone who played 

a part in our living nativity. What a blessing for our community to come hear the 

Christmas story!  



Habitat  
Update 
Highland’s fundraising is almost complete for our 2022 
Habitat for Humanity house. We are just a few 
thousand dollars short of our $32,500 goal. If you 
haven’t contributed, it’s not too late! Give at church 
on Sundays or through the church office with 
donations marked for Habitat. We will be partnering 
with an interfaith coalition, and we look forward to 
breaking ground in March. 

January Birthdays 
Charles Noneman 01/01 

Wilder Prevatt 01/04 

Peggy McCants 01/05 

Ruth Coble 01/06 

Lou Davis 01/08 

Carneal Downey 01/11 

Elizabeth Sandling 01/12 

Marcia Nance 01/14 

Sean Richards 01/14 

Mary Yarborough 01/15 

Collin Heiler 01/16 

Pam Blomquist 01/17 

Charles Cimerro 01/17 

Don Carroll 01/18 

Benjamin Franklin 01/19 

Jonathan Marchi 01/19 

Will Prevatt 01/19 

Rosalind Thompson 01/19 

Susan Rawls 01/20 

Martha Robinson 01/20 

Ellen Tucker 01/20 

Joyce Walker 01/21 

Tom Pace 01/24 

Richard Poole 01/24 

Jack Penny 01/27 

Pamela Goss 01/29 

Don Sides 01/31 

Highland Talent 
Show 
Join us for a church-wide talent and variety show, 
“Highland’s Got Talent—and Cheese!” including a macaroni 
and cheese dinner prepared by the Music Ministry on Friday, 
January 7, at 6:30 PM. The cost of a dinner will be $10/
person, $35 family maximum. Proceeds will benefit the 
Music and Youth Ministries. Have a talent to share? Contact 
Kevin Quick (kevin@highlandumc.org) if you have an act 
you're willing to perform.  

December 12 worship featured our Highland Choir with 
an orchestra (left & above) and December 19 worship 

was our annual Bluegrass Christmas service. (below). 


